
Cleaning up Oil Spills on Customer 
Driveways 


The last thing any tree worker wants to see at the 
end of a long day is that inevitable spot/puddle of oil 
on the customer's driveway where the truck/chipper 
was parked. Especially if the long day was spent at 
a difficult customer's property. The best-seller book 
"The Toil of Foiling Oil That Soils and Spoils" has yet 
to be written, but thankfully, there are a few inex- 
pensive and easy clean-up methods available that 
will work on spilled oil. 

Assuming that the truck/chipper dripped a small 
puddle of oil, and did not create a replica of the Gulf 
of Mexico oil spill disaster, quick action will be the 
best thing to apply to the situation. A spill kit should 
be in every vehicle, especially if that vehicle is known 
to leak. Quickly use any of the following methods to 
absorb and clean the driveway surface: 

For concrete driveways 

Absorbent cloth - first get an absorbent cloth and 
mop up any excess oil. 



established oil stains. 


Liquid dish soap - Squirt some liquid dish soap on 
the oil spill and add water from a garden hose. Use a 
push broom or scrub brush to create the emulsion. It 
will not take much work at all. Rinse with clear water 
and the oil should be completely gone. If you do see 
the rainbow coloration in the water after rinsing you 
need to add more soap and scrub. 


Stiff brush - use a bristle brush for cleaning, not a 
wire brush. A wire brush will damage the pavement. 

Kitty litter - sprinkle kitty litter over the fresh oil 
spill. Grind it into the concrete with your boots 
until it turns into powder. This will help the litter to 

B reach and absorb most of 

the oil. Brush the litter up 
with a stiff broom or brush 
(not wire) and hose the area 
off. Properly dispose of the 
litter as a hazardous mate- 
rial. While using kitty litter is 
an effective method, it only 
works well on wet areas, not 


Industrial cleaners - Simple Green or Purple Power 
are industrial, all-purpose cleaners. Use either of 
these with a stiff brush (not wire), and rinse using a 
pressure washer to make the clean-up task easier. 
It will take multiple applications and rinsings, but it 
is cheaper than replacing the entire driveway. 

For asphalt driveways 

An asphalt driveway is different from a concrete 
driveway, so be sure to know which you have when 
going about cleaning oil stains. What works for con- 
crete can and will ruin asphalt. 

Soap and water - Only use soap and water. Solvents 
will damage asphalt. 
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Guidelines for Working from Ladders 

The following is adapted from the Ladder Safety section in the upcoming Best Practic- 
es of Safety in Arboriculture manual. Look for this fantastic new guidebook in the TCIA 

Store in the winter of 2017. 

Large branches cut in one piece can swing back 
into the ladder. 

Secure the piece with rigging before cutting. 

Use alternative methods to ascend the tree 
(climbing, aerial lift). 


HAZARD/RISK: 

Damaging/Injury from 
Falling branches 


Z133 Guidance 

A second arborist, an arborist trainee, or other 
worker trained in emergency procedures shall be 
within visual or voice communication during arbo- 
ricultural operations above 1 2 feet (3.65 m). 


Action Steps 

• While ascending a ladder to gain access into a 
tree, the arborist must not work from or leave 
the ladder until he/she is tied-in or secured. 

• Seek out training in chain saw cutting techniques 
for living tree wood. 

• Understand the different tree species and how 
each responds to cutting. 

• Cut larger limbs into several small pieces rather 
than trying to remove them all at once. 


Here the stub rips and the cut limb swings 
back and knocks the ladder down. 



HAZARD/RISK: 

Working from Sectional 
Extension Ladders 


Z133 Guidance 

• While ascending a ladder to gain access into a 
tree, the arborist must not work from or eave 
the ladder until he/she is tied-in or secured. 

• A second arborist, an arborist trainee, or other 
worker trained in emergency procedures shall 
be within visual or voice communication during 
arboricultural operations above 1 2 feet (3.65 m). 

Action Steps 

• Keep at least 1 0 feet away from energized lines 
when carrying, setting up and working from an 
extension or sectional ladder. 

• For lines and equipment carrying over 50 kV, 
the distance should be 1 0 feet plus 4 inches for 
every 1 0 kV over 50 kV. 

• Avoid setting up on soft, uneven or sloping 
ground. Look for holes, rocks, tree roots or other 
obstructions that might cause ladder instability. 

• Do not place the feet of the ladder on buckets, 
rocks or cribbing to balance on uneven ground. 

• Both side rails must equally rest against the 
tree surface. 



continued on page 4 
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Guidelines for Working from Ladders 

continued fom page 3 


• Plan the work before setting up. If the ladder 
must be repositioned, make certain it can be 
moved along the work site on firm, level ground. 

• Set up an extension ladder with a 4:1 ratio lean. 
This means that for every four feet of height 
between the base and where the ladder makes 
contact with the tree it is leaning against, the 
base needs to be one foot away. 

• Prevent the base from sliding out by assuring 
the right lean and footing. 

• Secure the ladder at the top. 
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• Climb and descend while facing the ladder. 

• Do not skip a step, rung or cleat when climbing 
or descending. 

• Descend completely down a ladder before dis- 
mounting. Do not jump down. 

• Do not attempt to hop, walk or shift a ladder 
while on it. 
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Make sure the lock assembly devices are fully 
engaged with the rung before use. 

Know the working extension limit of the ladder. 
The length of the ladder you buy is the maximum 
length it will extend to. 

Know the height you are climbing to. Ensure 
the ladder extends at least three feet above the 
level you are climbing. 

Wear non-slip sturdy shoes free of mud, oil or 
anything else that would interfere with traction. 

Use three points of contact when ascending or 
working from a ladder. 


• Do not attempt to extend or shorten a ladder 
while on it. 

• Do not over reach outside the side rails of any 
ladder. Try to keep the work as close to the 
ladder as possible. 

• Make sure no one is underneath the ladder 
if you are removing and dropping branches. 
Secure all tools to prevent dropping. 

• Do not work off the top three rungs - these 
provide a handhold. 
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Who Checked the First-Aid Kit? 



Having a first-aid kit on the jobsite 
is not an option but a requirement 
according to OSHA 1 91 0.266 App A. 

Doesn't it just make a lot of sense 
to have a first-aid kit available if 
you are working around 
chain saws, handsaws, and other 
equipment that could easily remove your fingers? 


has opened the kit. If the kit has been opened, there 
will likely be some supplies needing to be replaced 
(as well as an incident report filled out). 

Obviously, workers should report any incident and first 
aid rendered on the day it happened, but sometimes 
when only a few bandages are needed, people forget. 

So, what is in the kit? 


Here are three starter tips when it comes to first- 
aid kits: 

• Everyone on the crew should know where the first- 
aid kit is located. This information must be a part of 
the job briefing that is held on every jobsite before 
starting work. 

• Everyone trained in first aid should know exactly 
what is in the kit, what it is for and how to use it. 
The first time you open the kit should not be during 
an actual emergency. 

• Do not assume what you'll need is in the kit; you 
should know exactly what is in the first-aid kit. 

First-aid kits should be routinely inspected and ex- 
pired materials replenished. If you remove an item 
from the kit, it must be replaced before the kit goes 
on the next jobsite. Too often, when injuries occur - 
especially lacerations or cuts - the needed first aid 
materials are not in the kit. 

One way to ensure the kit gets replenished after use 
is to put a twist-tie as a soft lock on the kit - some- 
thing that can be quickly cut with a knife or pruner. 
This way the safety officer, or whoever is checking 
the kits once a week, can tell at a glance if someone 


Care Provider Protection 



continued on 
page 8 


First, the kit must contain supplies to protect the care 
provider. An essential part of any first-aid kit is personal 
protection equipment (PPE) to protect the care provider 
from blood borne pathogens such as hepatitis B virus 

(HBV), hepatitis 
C virus (HCV), 
and human im- 


munodeficien- 


cy virus (HIV). 
This is known as 


body substance 
isolation, often 
shortened to BSI. 


Every kit should 
have gloves, 
safety glasses 
and a pocket 
mask to protect 
the care giver. 
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Cleaning up Oil Spills on Customer Driveways continued from 

page 7 


Baking soda - Baking soda is good for cookies, odor 
removal and cleaning your teeth; it is also good for 
absorbing excess oil from asphalt driveways. Just like 
dish soap, sprinkle a generous amount onto the oil 
stain, scrub with a stiff brush or push broom, and then 
let it sitfora halfhour before rinsing it offwitha hose. 

TSP - (trisodium phospate) crystals poured onto 
the oil spot with a little water and a quick scrub will 
remove oil from asphalt. It is, however, a caustic 
substance and can be quite dangerous, so read the 
label before applying. Wear appropriate protective 
clothing such as eye protection and rubber gloves. 

Pressure washer - While the use of a pressure washer 
is better than that of a hose when it comes to rinsing 
off the asphalt, use a steam pressure washer. The 
heat of the steam will liquefy and propel the oil from 
the asphalt. Be careful, though. Pressure washers are 
powerful and, at the level you will need to strip the 
oil from your driveway, can rip pieces of asphalt out 
of the drive. 


Most importantly, be sure to clean up any oil spill 
as soon as possible. Asphalt is a petroleum-based 
material, and any oil left on an asphalt driveway will 
soften and eventually corrode the surface. 

The biggest problem, if it is a problem, is cleaning 
the oil spill so thoroughly that it leaves an obvious 
clean spot in the driveway. This will affect older or 
dirty driveways the most. 

The cheapest way to clean an oil spill is to prevent 
the spill in the first place. Place a sheet of cardboard 
under the offending vehicle's drip to protect concrete 
and asphalt. Keep and eye on it on windy days so it 
does not blow out of position. Or throw a couple of 
scoops of chips under the leak before it has a chance 
to start dripping. They absorb the fluid fairly well and 
will keep it off the driveway. Just scoop them up after 
the job is done with the normal cleanup. Better yet, 
go ahead and actually have the offending vehicle 
repaired so it does not leak at all. 
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Solvent. 



Take the primers apart. Don't lose the parts. 

Clean the pruners with soapy water and a small 
brush. For resistant soil, rust, or tree sap use your 
solvent. All the blood stains should be cleaned 
with a good disinfectant. (Blood stains !?!) 

Clean rag 



Don’t forget 
the.. 


hand 

pruners! 



By-pass pruners have a beveled 
edge that slides over the anvil. 


Lay the file on the blade 
parallel with the bevel. 


With pressure on the 
outer edge of the 
blade file in one direc- 
tion across the length 
of the blade. 


Reassemble the pruners, test them to be sure 
you haven't over tightened and the blades move 
correctly. Lubricate all moving parts and coat the 




Maintain 
angle of 
bevel. 


Bevel 


If you have never sharpened before, you'll 
probably get it wrong, but you'll probably 
get better each time you get it wrong, get it? 


blades to prevent rust GET BACK TO WORK 1 1 Quit sucking up all that un-billable time I 


Mr. Safety. 


by Bryan Kotwica 
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Craftsmanship and Integrity since 1921 

Three generations of the highest Quality saws and pruning tools. 


The right tool for the right job. 



Fanno Saw Works 


Available from your quality arborist suppliers. 

www.fannosaw.com • (530) 895-1762 
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Patient Care 

Next, the kit needs first-aid supplies for patient care. 

The most common need of your first-aid kit will be 
for external bleeding from a laceration. 

The supplies to carry for this injury are: 

• Adhesive tape 

• Adhesive bandages (1 inch by 3 inches) 

• Gauze dressing pads (at least 32 square inches of sur- 
face and no side smaller than 4 inches) 

• Gauze dressing pad (at least 8 inches to a side) 

• Gauze roller bandage at least 2 inches wide 

(note: a dressing is an adjunct for application to a wound, 
e.g. sealing a wound to promote clotting. A bandage 
holds the dressing in place) 

• Wound cleaning agent • Scissors • Tweezers 

Another common first-aid need is to treat fractures 
and dislocations. 

The supplies to carry for this injury include: 

• Elastic wrap 


• Splint (such as a SAM® splint; this structural, alumi- 
num and malleable splint is lightweight and easy to use) 

• Triangular bandage (at least 40 inches by 40 inches by 56 
inches, this can be used as an arm sling or wrapped and 
used as a soft tourniquet to control external bleeding). 

Electrical burns are also injuries that occur to tree workers, 
and these are incidents in which there are limited first- 
aid treatments, as the burns can be deep. The primary 
first-aid needs are to cover the burn to reduce infection 
and to cover the victim with a blanket to prevent loss 
of body heat. 

Supplies include: 

• Sterile pads (at least 4 inches by 4 inches) to cover the 
wound 

• Blanket (not cloth, but a Mylar "space" blanket) 

These are not the only possible first-aid needs, just some 
of the major ones. Tree workers have sustained concus- 
sions, punctures and a host of other injuries. However, 
many of the supplies mentioned above can be used to 
provide first aid for other injuries, both major and minor. 


8 


Adapted from The Arborist First Responder Field Guide - 
written by John Ball, PHD and Megan Johnson, Ph.D., and 
published by the Tree Care Industry Association, 2016. 
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